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polyembryonal 

poly 'embryonic also poly-embryonate or poly- embryonal 

\" + \ adjlpolyembryony + -Ic or -ate or -at] : consisting of or 
having several embryos : exhibiting polyembryony 

pOly*embryony V + \ n [ISV poly- +■ embryon- + -y] : pro- 
duction of two or more embryos by an ovule or egg that is 
typical of many seed plants and that in some insects results in 
the production of hundreds of individuals from a single egg 

polygene Ypale,en\ n -s [ISVpoJ>- + -ene] : an organic chemi- 
cal compound containing many double bonds; esp X such a 
compound having the double bonds in a long ahpha tic hydro- 
carbon chain (as in carotene or vitamin A) — poly-enic \,**- 
!enik, -Jen-\ adj , t 

poly.energld \:pal5+\ adj [ISV poly- + energid; orig. formed 
in G] : comprising several or many energids <a coenocyte 
is ~) 

poly* enzymatic \" + \adj tpoly- + enzymatic] : producing or 
containing several different enzymes 

poly-ergus \,*-'wg3s\ n [NL, fr. Gk potyergos hardworking, 
fr, poly- much (fr. polys much, many) + ergon work — more at 
poly-, work] 1 cap X a genus of ants containing the Amazon 
ants 2 -es : any ant of the genus Polyergus 

poly-ester \'*-+ ( -\ n [ISV poly- + ester] 1 : a complex ester 
formed by polymerization or condensation (as of a polyhydnc 
alcohol with, a polybasic acid) for use chiefly in making fibers, 
resins, and plastics or as a ptasticizer; esp X a linear polymer 
formed from a glycol and a dicarboxytic acid 2 a : polyester 

FIBER b : POLYESTER RESIN 

polyester fiber n : a synthetic fiber consisting wholly or chiefly 
of a polyester; esp X a quick-drying resilient fiber made in fila- 
ment and staple form from ethylene glycol and terephthalic 
acid or its dimethyl ester and often blended with other fibers 
(as wool or cotton) 

poly-estertf I cation V + \ n [polyester + -ification (as in 
esterijicatton) ] : the formation of a polyester 

polyester resin or polyester plastic n : any of various syn- 
thetic resins or plastics consisting of or made from polyesters: 
as a : alkyd d : a resin that has the same chemical composi- 
tion as the common polyester fiber but that is extruded as a 
film (as for use in packaging, as electrical insulation, or as a 
base for magnetic recording tapes) C : a thermosetting resin 
that is made from an unsaturated polyester (as one formed 
from a glycol and maleic acid or fu marie acid), cured by co-* 

{>olymenzation (as with styrene), and often reinforced with 
illers (as glass fibers) and that is used chiefly in impregnating 
and laminating and in making cast and molded products 
poly-estrous or poly-oestrous \Jpale+\ adj tpoly + estrous, 
oestrous] x having more than one period of estrus in a 
year , 
poly. ethnic \"+\ adj tpoly- + ethnic] X formed of or in- 
habited by many peoples (~ areas) 
polyethylene \" + \ n tpoly- + ethylene] X a polymer of 
ethylene: esp X one of a group of partially crystalline light- 
weight thermoplastics (— CH 2 CHa— )* that have good resist- 
ance to chemicals, low moisture absorption and good insulating 
properties, that vary from soft to hard and from tough and 
flexible to rigid according to the conditions of manufacture (as 
at high, medium, or atmospheric pressure) and the type of 
catalyst, and that are used chiefly in the form of film (as in food 
packaging and garment bags), pipe and tubing, and molded 
products (as squeeze bottles and other containers) and as 
electrical insulation esp. in cables 
polyethylene glycol n x a member of the series of water-soluble 
poly-ether glycols HOCH 2 CH 2 (OCHiCH2)nOH higher than 
diethylene glycol and triethylene glycol that vary from water- 
white liquids to waxy solids as the average molecular weight 
increases from 200 to 6000 or more, that are usu. obtained as 
mixtures by condensation of ethylene oxide with water or 
diethylene glycol, and that are used chiefly as lubricants (as in 
the rubber and textile industries), solvents, softeners, bases for 

Jmarmaceutical ointments and cosmetic creams, and in the 
orm of their fatty acid esters as surface-active agents (com- 
mercially available polyethylene glycols are designated by num- 
bers that approximate their average molecular weights 
— Franklin Johnston) — compare polyglycol 
poly.foil Vpale. -14+.A n tpoly- + join : multifoil 
poly-functional \;*-+\ adj tpoly- + junctional] X having 

many functions <~ acids) — poly 'functionality \ + \ n 
pO*lyg*a*la \paTigab\ n [NL, fr. L, fr. Gk polygalon milk- 
wort, fr. poly- much (fr. polys much, many) + gala milk — 
more at poly-, galaxy] 1 cap : a* genus (type of the family 
Polygalaceae) of herbs and shrubs of temperate and warm re- 
gions having many-colored often showy^ flowers with the three 
sometimes crested petals united below into a tube and an ir- 
regular calyx with two petaloid sepals — see oaywings, milk- 



1758 



polyisoprene 



wort, senega root 2 -s : any plant of the genus Poly gala 
io*lyg*a>la>ce*ae V.^-'lase.eA n pi, cap [NL, fr. Polygala, 
type genus + -aceae] X a family (order Geraniales) of herbs, 
shrubs, or small trees widely distributed throughout both 



hemispheres and having irregular .flowers with three to five 
petals, monadelphous stamens, and five sepals of which the 
two lateral are petaloid — po.lyg-a.la.ceous \*;#-;iash3s\ adj 
poly- ga- lac- Ua \,paleM'laksh(e)a, -alig-, -ktw\ n -s [NL, fr. 
poly- + gatact- + -tail excessive milk secretion 
poly, gala c-tu.ro.nase \ < pale,ga,lak , t(y)ura l nas, -tt,g-, -_g»- 
'laktyar-, -az\ n -s tpoly- 1 + gaiacturonic + -ase} X an enzyme 
that nydrolyzes the glycosidic linkages of polymerized gaiac- 
turonic acids (as pectic acid) and that occurs esp. in micro- 
organisms — compare pectinase 



poly* gal- 1- to 1 X.pale'gab.tol, -ali'g-, -tol\ n -s [NL Polvgala 
' " -Uol] : a crystalline anhydride CeHuO, of sorbitol found 



+ E- 



in species of milkwort (as Polygala amara); 1,5-anhydro-D* 
glucitol — called also 1,5-sorbitan 
poly* gam Y*-,gam\ n -s [NL Polygamla] X a plant of the class 
Polygamia 

poly.gamia X.—'gSmw, -'gam-\ n pl t cap [NL, fr. Gk poly- 
gamos polygamous + NL -la] in former classijicatlons X a class 
of plants with both hermaphrodite and unisexual flowers on 
the same plant — poly .garni' an \;*»;*meon\ adj 

poly- gam -ic \:-«;gamik\ also poly-gam-i-cal \-mikal\ adj 
[polygamy + -tc or -teal] : polygamous — poly*gam-i*cal«ly 
\-m4K(9)le\ adv 

P0-lyg*a-mlSt \p?'ligam6st\ n -s : one who practices polygamy 

— po-lyg.a.mis.tic \*;«;mistik\ adj 

pO'lyg.a*mize \*'*«,mTz\ yi -ed/-inq/-s see -ize In Explan 
Notes I to practice polygamy 

po«lyg-a»mo-dloeclOUS \pa:liga(,)mS+\ adj [polygamous, + 
dioecious] X having some plants polygamous and some dioe- 
cious in the same species 

po-lyg-a-mous \paMigamas\ adj [Gk polygamos, fr. poly- + 
'gamps -gamous] 1 : of, relating to, characterized by, or in- 
volving polygamy : having a plurality of wives or husbands 
marriages) 2 : bearing both hermaphrodite and unisexual 
flowers on the same plant 3 tool X having more than one mate 
at the same time — po*lyg*a*mous>ly adv 

po-lyg-a*my \-me\-mi\ n -es [MF polygamie, fr. LL polygamla, 
fr. Gk, fr. poly- + -gamia (fr. gamos marriage + *ta -y) — more 
at bigamy J 1 : the state or fact of being polygamous; specO 
: a marriage form in which a spouse of either sex may possess a 
plurality of mates at the same time — used either inclusively of 
both polygyny and polyandry or exclusively of polygyny 
(among the Batak of Palawan both ~ and polyandry exist) 
<the Mormons' former practice of «-); compare digamy, 
monogamy 2 : possession of a plurality of benefices 3 : the 
condition of bearing both hermaphrodite and unisexual flowers 
on the same plant 4 tool x the condition of having more than 
f>n« matft nt one time 



the genome — compare multiple factor, quantttattvb in- 
heritance 

poly.geneslc adjtpoly^ + geneslc] : of or relating to 

poly gen ism 

pOly.genesiS \.-*+\ n [NL, fr. poly- + genesis] 1 : poly- 
phyletic origin — used esp. of infrahuman species; called also 
polyphylesis; compare polygeny 2 : polygenism — poly- 
genesist \ + 'jen3Sist\ n -s 

poly. genetic \|pale, -li+\ adj [ISV poly + genetic] 1 : having 
many distinct sources : originating at various places or times 
2 : of or relating to poly genesis : polyphyletic 3 oj a dye 
: yielding more than one color or shade according to the 
mordant — poly.genetlcally \" + \ adv 

poly-gen.ic \>*;jenik\ adj [ISV poly- + -genie; orig. formed 
as F polygeniaue] I x polygene 2 : POLYGENETtc 3 tpoly- + 
genie] : of, relating to, mediated by, or constituting polygenes 

polygenic system n : a group of polygenes 

po*lyg*e*nism Nps'lija.mzsnA n -s [ISV polygeny + -ism] : the 
doctrine or belief that existing human races have evolved from 
two or more distinct ancestral types — compare monooenism 

pO'lyg-e-niSt \-.nist\ n -s [ISV polygeny + -/jf] : one who 
accepts the doctrine of polygenism 

pO'lyg'6'niS'tiC V;**:nistik\ adj : of or relating to polygenism 

poly.genome hybrid or poly* genomic hybrid Vpale, 
-li-f...-\ n tpolygenome, polygenomic fr. poly- + genome t 
genomic] X a hybrid individual that has more than two com- 
plete genomes which are derived from two or more dissimilar 
ancestors 

po.lyg.e-nous NpalijsmasX adj tpoly- + -genous] X consisting 
of or containing many kinds or elements (a ~ nation) 

pO'lyg-e-ny \-ne\ n -es tpoly- + -geny] 1 : the descent of man 
from two or more independent pairs of ancestors — compare 

MONOGENY 2 : POLYGENISM 

poly *germ Ypale\ n tpoly- + germ] X a cluster of germ 

cells or morulae in the polyembryomc development of some 
parasitic insects — poly-germinal \;**+\ adj 

polyglandular + \ adj tISV poly- + glandular] X of, relat- 
ing to. or involving several glands <a ~ endocrinopathy) 

poly-glO'bu.lia X.-.g^'byUleaX n -s [NL, fr. poly- + ISV 
globulin + NL 4a] X polycythemia 

poly. glob. u*lism \-'glabya,lizam\ n -s [NL potyglobuRa + E 
-ism J : polycythemia 

ipoly.glot Vpale.glat, -I4,g-, usu -glad. + V\ n -s [Gk poly- 

?'ldttos t polyglSssos speaking many languages, many-tongued, 
r. poly- + -gldttos -glSssos tongued (fr. glfftta, glSssa tongue, 
language) — more at gloss]. 1 : one who speaks or writes 
several languages 2 usu cap a X a book containing versions of 
the same text in several languages arranged for comparison usu. 
in parallel columns; esp : the Scriptures in several languages 
b : an edition of the Bible containing a monolingual text 
taken from a multilingual Bible 3 I a mixture or confusion 
of languages or nomenclatures <a ~ of diagnostic labels and 
systems —G.N.Raines) 
'polyglot \"\ adj la: speaking or writing several or many 
languages : multilingual <a ~ traveler) b : composed of or 
belonging to numerous linguistic groups <a ~ population) <a 
city of sharp extremes between the rich and transient and the 
mass of ~ poor — Reporter) (catering to the thousands of ~ 
seamen —Amer. Guide Series: N.Y.Ctty) 2 : containing mat- 
ter in several languages <a ~ sign) <a ~ dictionary); esp 
X composed of correlative text in several languages often ar- 
ranged in parallel columns (a ~ Bible) 3 : composed of ele- 
ments from different languages (verbose, erudite, and ~ slang 
— C.H.Sykes) (researchers themselves have inherited a curious 
~ terminology — A.G.N.Flew) 

poly*glot*ism or poly*glot*tlsm \-glad.,iz3m, -&,tiz-\ n -s X the 
use of or ability to speak many languages : polyglot character 
poly.glot'tal \;«»'glad*|'l, -at|\ or poly-glot-tlc \|ik, |ek\ or 



poly. glot* tons \|as\ adj [ i polyglot + -al or -tc or -ous] X poly- 
glot — poly-glot-tal-ly \) a le, |»U\ adv 
poly- glycol \'pale, -li+\ n tpoly- + glycol] X a polyethylene 



glycol or related compound of the ether-glycol type containing 
several ether linkages that yields one or more glycols on hy- 
drolysis of these linkages 
poly.gon Ypale.gan, -»,g- sometimes -_gan\ n -s [LL poly- 
gonum, fr. Gk polygffnon. 




to end b : a closed figure , 
on the surface of a sphere ' 

consisting of arcs of great polygons la: / convex, 2 concave 
circles joined end to end 

2 a : a polygonal or approximately polygonal object, area, or 
arrangement b : an often hexagonal block or arrangement of 
surficial material (as soil) forming part of a uniform pattern 
and often caused by alternate freezing and thawing of the crust 

— usu. used in pi. <mud ~j) (stone ~s) <ice ~i) 
po*lyg'0.na.ce*ae Xpa.liga'nasS.SX n pi cap [NL, fr. Polyg- 

onum t type genus + •aceae] X a family of herbs, shrubs, or trees 
(order Polygonales) chiefly of the north temperate zone having 
mostly entire leaves with stipules forming a sheath round the 
stem and flowers that are sptcate and apetalous and including 
the buckwheats — po.lyg*o>na*ceoas \»>*!nash3s\ adj 

po>lyg.O*nal \pa'lig3n'l\ adj 1 : having many sides <a ~ 
figure) £the ~ assault which the coordinated natural and 
social sciences could make upon the problems of society — J.R. 
Newman) 2 : having a surface marked by a pattern of more 
or less polygonal blocks or spaces — see polygon 2 <"-' ground) 
<~ soil) — po.lyg.o.nal-ly \-"le,- 8 li\ adv 

po.Iyg.O'na.les \p© 1 liga , na(,)Iez\ n pf, cap [NL, fr. Polyg- 
onum + -ales] x an order of dicotyledonous plants coextensive 
with the family Polygonaceae 

polygonal graph n : a statistical diagram composed of a circle 
and as many radii as there are elements to be compared 

polygonal masonry n x masonry constructed of stones dressed 
with smooth faces that do not meet at right angles 

polygonal number n x fio urate number 

polygo*na*tion X.palegg'nashan, -14g-; pa.Hg-N n -s [ISV poly- 
gon + -atton ] X the measurement of land by means of polygons 

— compare triangulation 

poly.gon- a- turn Vpale'ganad.am, -b'g-\ n [NL. fr. L poly- 

Sonaton seal wort, fr. Gk potygonaton t fr. neut. of polygonatos 
aving many joints, fr. poly- + gonat-, gony knee J 1 cap X a 
genus of herbs (family Liliaceae) of the north temperate zone 
having erect or arching stems, entire leaves, axillary tubular 
flowers often in pairs, and globular black or blue berries 2 -s 
: any plant of the genus Polygonatum 
pO'lyg-O-nel'la \pD t lig3'neb\ n, cap [NL, fr. Polygonum + 
•etla} : a small genus of heathlike herbs (family Polygonaceae) 
of eastern No. America with jointed stems, small narrow leaves, 
and small white or greenish apetalous flowers in panicled 
racemes — see jointweed 
P0ly.g0.nla Vpale^gonea, -li^A n [NL, fr. poly- + Gk gffnta 
angle] 1 cap t a genus of angle wing butterflies including many 
American insects <as the comma butterfly) and having wings 
that are mostly taw ny brown or orange above with dark spots 
and border and mottled on the underside with grays and browns 
imitative of bark or dead leaves 2 -s : a butterfly of the genus 
Polygonia 

poly<gon<iC \>*:ganik\ or po*Iyg.O*nons Xpa'liganasX adj 
x polygonal — poly.gon.l.cal.ly Vpalclganik^jra, -li,*g-\ 



lines, fr. poly- + •grammos (fr. grammS line, fr. graphetn to 
write) — more at Carve] : a figure determined by many lines 
" gram \"\ n tpoly- (as in polygraph) + -gram] X a tracing 



made by a polygraph 
poly* graph \-raf,-raf\ n [Gk potygraphos writing much, fr. 
poly- + -graphos (fr. graphetn to write) — more at carve] 
1 : a voluminous or versatile writer 2 : an instrument for 
recording tracings of several different pulsations simulta- 
neously (as of the pulse, blood pressure, and respiration) 
— compare pathometer 3 : lie detector — see keeler 
polygraph 4 : a cluster of two or more successive letters in 
cryptography 

poly- graph- ic \;*« | , grafik\ adj lax voluminous, versatile <a 
<~* writer) b oj a book (1) : dealing with a wide range of sub- 
jects <a ~ treatise) (2) : written by several authors or scribes 
(a — manuscript) 2 : proceeding (as in encipherment) by 
groups of two or more successive letters at a time (~ substitu- 
tion) 3 : relating to, produced by, or employing a polygraph 
<~ examination of the patient) (intelligence agency's ~ 
screening program — D wight MacDonald) — poly* graph* 1- 
caMy \-fik(a)le\ adv 

poly-graph-Ist V'o.grafest, -raf-; paligrafA n -s : one skilled 



in the use of a polygraph 
po-lyg-ra-phy Xps'UgrafeX 



ES [NL polygraphia, fr. Gk, 
ing, fr. poly- + -graphia -graphy] 1 obs : cryptog- 
raphy 2 : literary productiveness or versatility 



poly.groove or poly.grooved Vpsie, -ia+\ adj tpoly- + 
groove or grooved] : having many grooves <a rifle barrel) 

poly.gyn.la V.pale'jjinw, -13'-, - r g|, |in-\ n pt, cap [NL, fr. 
poly- + -gynta] In jormer classifications X a class of plants com- 
prising those having flowers with more than 12 styles 

po*lyg.y*nist Xps'lijantet, -igaA n -s : one that practices or 
advocates polygyny 

poly-gy-noe-cial \;pal{Ij|i;nes(h)e3U -Ii| r |g|, |i|-, -shal\ adj 
tpoly- + NL gynoecium + E -at] : having or made up of 
several or many united gynoecia (collective fruits are ~> 

po-lyg^y-nous NpVlijanas, -ira-\ also poly.gynic \|pale^linik, 
-14I-. ~\&U |in-\ or poly-gynf-ous \J**!*n53S\ adj tpolygynous. 
polygynious fr. polygyny + -ous or -tous; polygynic ISV 
polygyny + -tc; prob. orig. formed as F polygynique J 1 : relat- 
ing to, practicing, or characterized by polygyny 2 : having 
many pistils 3 : of or relating to a species maintaining a num- 
ber of fecundated females in its colony — used of social bees 
and ants 

po-lyg.y.ny Npa'lijanZ, -ig?-\ n -es tpoly- + -gyny] 1 : a mar- 
riage form in which a man has two or more wives at the same 
time — contrasted with polyandry; compare polyoamy, soro- 
ral polygyny 2 : the condition of having more than one 
female mate at one time 3 : polygamy 3 

poly.gyria Vpale'jlrea. -li'j-, -jir-\ n -s [NL, fr. poly- + gyr- + 
•la] : the condition of having an unusual number of cerebral 
convolutions 

poly.halide \Ipale, -14 +\ n tpoly- + haltde] x a halide contain- 
ing more than one halogen atom in a molecule 

poly 'halite \,**'ha,liL - i na-\ n -s [G polyhallt, fr. poly- + hat- 
+ -it -ite] : a mineral K I MgCa2(S0 4 )4.2H 1 0 occurring usu. in 
fibrous masses of a brick-red color due to iron but consisting 
essentially of hydrous sulfate of calcium, magnesium, and 
potassium 

ipoly.haplold Vpaie, adj tpoly- + haploUl] X of, relating 

to, or constituting the gametic chromosome number of a 
polyploid individual 

tyolyhaplold \" + \ n : a polyhaploid cell or individual 

poly- hap ten! c Vpaie, -li+\ adj tpoly- + haptenic] X contain- 
ing more than one haptenic group 

poly. harmony \ M +\ n [po/y- + harmony] i a harmonic struc- 
ture that characteristically introduces two or more simul- 
taneous musical harmonies or strata of harmony 

poly.he.dral MpalelhSdral, -fcjh- sometimes chiejly Brit -hed-\ 
adj [NL polyhedron + E -at} 1 : having the form of a poly- 
hedron : having many faces (a ~ solid) 2 : relating to a 
polyhedron 

polyhedral angle n : a portion of space partly enclosed by 

three or more planes whose 

intersections meet in a vertex 
polyhedral disease n : poly- 
idrosis 
poly.he.dric \-drik\ also 

poly*he*dri*cal \-drtkal\ adj 

[NL polyhedron + -ic or -tea/ J 

: polyhedral 
poly-he. dron \;*-|he|d«n 

sometimes |,dran or chiejly 

Brtt -he|\ n, pi polyhe-dra 

\|.dra\ or polyhedrons [NL. 

fr. Gk polyedron, neut. of 

poiyedros with many seats 

(i.e., sides), fr. poly- + hedra 

seat, side — more at sit] 1 : a 

figure or solid formed by 

Elane faces 2 also DOly- 
edral body a : one of the 




polyhedral angle at vertex a 



angular bodies often with formed by lateral angles b a c, 
hornlike appendages into cad, dae, eaj and jab 
which the zoospores of the 

water net and related algae develop and within which the 
vegetative coenobium develops b : one of the refractile many* 
sided bodies that are present in the terminal phases of an in- 
sect polyhidrosis and are regarded as products of tissue break- 
down rather than as the infective agent of the disease 
poly.he-dro.sis N.—.hPdrosisV n, pi polyhedro-ses \-3\sez\ 
[NL, fr. polyhedron + -osis] X any of several virus diseases 
of insect larvae characterized by dissolution of tissues and 
accumulation of polyhedral granules in the resultant fluid — 
called also polyhedral disease; compare silkworm jaundice, 

pory^hl'dro.sls \:pnl5,hlldrosAs, -1*-, -.hi!-\ also poly-ldro- 
sls \-e,T*d-, -ei!d-\ n, pi polyhldro.ses or pofyldro.ses 
\-d\sez\ [polyhidrosis fr. NC fr. poly- + hidrosls; polyidrosis 
fr. NL, fr. poly- + -Idrosis] X excessive secretion of perspira- 
tion 

poly-hls-tor \lpais;hista(r), -!a;h-\ also poly* his* to* ri* an 
V.MOhi'storeanN n -s [polyhlstor fr. Gk polyistSr very 
learned, fr. poly- very (fr. polys very, much, many) + histdr 
judge, learned, knowing; poly historian fr. polyhlstor + -an 
— more at history] : polymath 

poly- his- tor. ic \:*-(,)hi;st6rik\ adj X polymath 

poly-his-to-ry \:«:hist(a)re\ n X polymathy 

poly-hybrid Vpale, n [ISV poly- + hybrid] X a hybrid 

whose parents differ in a number of characters : an individual 
or group heterozygous for more than one pair of genes — 
poly. hybridism \ + \ « 

polyhydramnios \"+\ n *"* ' * " t ~ J - ' — 

HYDRA MNIOS 



[NL, fr. poly- + hydr- + amnios] 



poly-hydric \ M +\ adj tpoly- + -hydric] 1 archaic X containing 
more than one atom of acid hydrogen 2 : polyhydroxy — 
used esp. of alcohols and phenols 

poly* hydroxy \IpiHe, -U+\ adj tpoly- + hydroxy] : containing 
more than one nydroxyl group in the molecule : polyhydric 

poly-lde-ic \;paleli;deik\ adj {poly- + idea + -tc] x of, relat- 
ing to, or characterized by polyideism 

poly.ide.ism \,-*'Id54z3m\ n -s tpoly- f -idea + -ism] : a 
state of absorption in a group of related ideas or memories — 
Opposed to monoideism 

poly.lsobutylene VpalS+\ n [ISV poly : + lsobutytene] x a 

n/Oum^r nf i«rtKiitvUn#> uprvino frrsm a vivnilM Oil tO a HtlCICV 



